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ACTION PM-04 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 INR-07 SSO-OO 

NSCE-00 INRE-00 PRS-01 /045 W 

072441 

O 151024Z OCT 76 

FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

TO SECDEF WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

INFO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6085 

CHUSMTM DHAHRAN SAUDI ARABIA IMMEDIATE 

DISTENGR MEDIV RIYADH SAUDI ARABIA 

PM SANG MODERNIZATION RIYADH SAUDI ARABIA IMMEDIATE 
UNCLAS JIDDA 6765 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, OVIP, SA, US (CLEMENTS) 

SUBJECT: DEPSECDEF CLEMENTS MIDDLE EAST TRIP 

REF (A) TELEX, COL FIFER TO BG LAWRENCE, 

(B) DEPSECDEF MSG DTG 142239Z OCT 76 

1 . DEPSECDEF'S PROPOSAL (PER REF A) THAT HE AND HIS PARTY BYPASS 

JIDDA HAS BEEN DISCUSSED AT LENGTH WITH MEMBERS OF THE COUNTRY 

TEAM AND APPROPRIATE SANG OFFICIALS. IN LIGHT OF THIS, SAUDI 

PREFERENCE AND EMBASSY RECOMMENDATION WAS THAT THE DEPSECDEF SHOULD 

PLAN TO PROCEED DIRECTLY TO RIYADH FROM ABROAD, ARRIVING AS ORIGIN ALL 

Y 

SCHEDULED ON 21 OCTOBER (IT APPEARED PRINCE ABDULLAH WOULD NOT REPEAT 
NOT BE IN JIDDA FOR DEPSECDEF'S ARRIVAL, AND THAT DINNER ON OCT 20TH 
WOULD BE HOSTED BY LOWER LEVEL GUARD REPRESENTATIVE IN PRINCE'S NAME) 


2. THERE WERE TWO REASONS FOR THIS RECOMMENDATION. FIRST, SHOULD THE 
DEPSECDEF ARRIVE EARLY IN RIYADH, THE SANG WOULD FRF, I. OBLIGATED TO 
ORGANIZE AN ITINERARY AND SUITABLE ENTERTAINMENT FOR HIM AND HIS PART 
Y, 

ON THE AFTERNOON AND EVENING OF THE TWENTIETH. THIS THEY 
WERE NOT PREPARED TO DO AND IT WOULD HAVE RESULTED IN 
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CONSIDERABLE INCONVENIENCE TO HRH PRINCE ABDULLAH. SECONDLY, 
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THE EVER PRESENT PROBLEM OF HOTEL SPACE. AT THIS LATE DATE, EVEN 
THE SANG WOULD HAVE EXTREME DIDDICULTY IN DISPOSSESSING THE 
WELL-CONNECTED PERSONS WHO ARE OCCUPHING THE SPACE IN THE 
INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL ON 20 OCTOBER. 

3. REFERENCE B WAS RECEIVED AFTER THE DISCUSSION. THE POSSIBILITY 
OF BYPASSING JIDDA BY DELAYING THE DEPARTURE FROM THE PREVIOUS 
LOCATION UNTIL EARLY ON 21 OCTOBER IS THEREFORE STILL AVAILABLE. 
ADDITIONALLY, SHOULD DEPSECDEF GO DIRECTLY TO RIYADH AND THE 
LADIES IN THE PARTY STILL WISH TO VISIT JIDDA DURING ANY PROTION 
OF THE SECRETARY'S STAY IN SAUDI ARABIA, WE ARE PREPARED TO 
ENTERTAIN THEM SUITABLY. 

4. REQUEST YOU ADVISE US OF DEPSECDEF'S DESIRES BY OPENING OF 
BUSINESS, 16 OCTOBER. WHETHER DEPSECDEF WISHES (A) TO PROCEED 
DIRECTLY TO RIYADH ON OCTOBER 21 OR (B) REVERT TO ORIGINAL SCHEDULE 
WITH ETA AND RON JIDDA OCTOBER 20TH. POSSIBILITY OF REVERTING TO 
OPTION (B) HAS NOT BEEN MENTIONED AS YET TO SANG, BUT WOULD NOT 
WE BELIEVE INCONVENIENCE THEM. WE WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE KNOWING 
THE LADIES' PLANS. 

HORAN 
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